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State, Economy and the Great Divergence

State, Economy and the Great Divergence provides a new analysis of what has become the central debate in
global economic history: the 'great divergence' between European and Asian growth. Focusing on early
modern China and Western Europe, in particular Great Britain, this book offers anew level of detail on
comparative state formation that has wide-reaching implications for European, Eurasian and global history.
Beginning with an overview of the historiography, Peer Vries goes on to extend and devel op the debate,
critically engaging with the huge volume of literature published on the topic to date. |ncorporating recent
insights, he offers a compelling aternative to the claims to East-West equivalence, or Asian superiority,
which have come to dominate discourse surrounding thisissue. Thisisavital update to akey issuein global
economic history and, as such, is essential reading for students and scholars interested in keeping up to speed
with the on-going debates.

State, Economy and the Great Divergence

This book isacritical interpretation of a seminal and protracted debate in comparative global economic
history. Since its emergence, in now classic publications in economic history between 1997-2000, debate on
the divergent economic development that has marked the long-term economic growth of China and Western
Europe has generated a vast collection of books and articles, conferences, networks, and new journals as well
as intense interest from the media and educated public. O’ Brien provides an historiographical survey and
critique of Western views on the long-run economic development of the Imperial Economy of China—afield
of commentary that stretches back to the Enlightenment. The book’ s structure and core argument is
concentrated upon an elaboration of, and critical engagement with, the major themes of recent academic
debate on the “Great Divergence” and it will be of enormous interest to academics and students of economic
history, political economy, the economics of growth and development, state formation, statistical
measurements, environmental history, and the histories of science and globalization.

The Economies of Imperial China and Western Europe

A landmark comparative history of Europe and Chinathat examines why the Industrial Revolution emerged
in the West The Great Divergence sheds light on one of the great questions of history: Why did sustained
industrial growth begin in Northwest Europe? Historian Kenneth Pomeranz shows that as recently as 1750,
life expectancy, consumption, and product and factor markets were comparable in Europe and East Asia.
Moreover, key regionsin China and Japan were no worse off ecologically than those in Western Europe,
with each region facing corresponding shortages of land-intensive products. Pomeranz’' s comparative lens
reveals the two critical factors resulting in Europe's nineteenth-century divergence—the fortunate location of
coal and access to trade with the New World. As East Asia’ s economy stagnated, Europe narrowly escaped
the same fate largely due to favorable resource stocks from underground and overseas. This Princeton
Classics edition includes a preface from the author and makes a powerful historical work available to new
readers.



The Great Divergence

The most significant debate in global economic history over the past twenty years has dealt with the Great
Divergence, the economic gap between different parts of the world. Thus far, this debate has focused on
China, India and north-western Europe, particularly Great Britain. This book shifts the focus to ask how
Japan became the only non-western county that managed, at least partially, to modernize its economy and
start to industrialize in the 19th century. Using arange of empirical data, Peer Vries analyses the role of the
state in Japan's economic growth from the Meiji Restoration to World War 11, and asks whether Japan's
economic success can be attributed to the rise of state power. Asserting that the state's involvement was
fundamental in Japan's economic ‘catching up', he demonstrates how this was built on legacies from the
previous Tokugawa period. In this book, Vries deepens our understanding of the Great Divergence in global
history by re-examining how Japan developed and modernized against the odds.

Averting a Great Divergence

Studer shows that institutional, geographical, political, and technological factors account for Europe's rise to
undisputed world economic |leader.

The Great Divergence Reconsider ed

Develops a fresh non-Eurocentric analysis of the rise and devel opment of the global economy in the last half-
millennium.

Multicultural Origins of the Global Economy"

\"Historiographically, this book rests on the fact that European transitions to modern economic growth were
obstructed and promoted by the Revolution in France and 15 years of geopolitical conflict sustained by
Napoleon in order to establish French Hegemony over the states and economies of Britain, France, Germany,
the Netherlands, Italy, Spain, Portugal, and overseas commerce. The chapters reveal that the nature and
significance of connections between geopolitical and economic forces lend coherence to a collaborative
endeavour utilising comparative methods to address a mega question: What might be plausibly concluded
about the economic costs and the benefits of this protracted conjuncture of Revolutionary and Napoleonic
Warfare?\"--

The Crucible of Revolutionary and Napoleonic Warfare and European Transitionsto
Modern Economic Growth

Why did sustained economic growth arise in Europe rather than in China? The authors combine economic
theory and historical evidence to argue that political processes drove the economic divergence between the
two world regions, with continued consequences today that become clear in this innovative account.

Before and Beyond Diver gence

One of the biggest debates in economic history deals with the Great Divergence. How can we explain that at
a certain moment in time (the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries) a certain part of the world (the West)
escaped from general poverty and became much richer than it had ever been before and than the rest of the
world? Many prominent scholars discussed this question and came up with many different answers. This
book provides a systematic analysis of the most important of those answers by means of an analysis of
possible explanations in terms of natural resources, labour, capital, the division of labour and market
exchange, accumulation and innovation, and as potential underlying determining factors institutions and
culture. The author juxtaposes the views of economists/ social scientists and of global historians and
systematically compares Great Britain and Chinato illustrate his position. He qualifies the importance of



natural resources, accumulation and the extension of markets, points at the importance of factor prices and
changes in consumption and emphasizes the role of innovation, institutions - in particular an active
developmental state - and culture.

Escaping Poverty

A new history of the United States that turns American exceptionalism on its head American Empireisa
panoramic work of scholarship that presents a bold new global perspective on the history of the United
States. Drawing on his expertise in economic history and the imperial histories of Britain and Europe, A. G.
Hopkins takes readers from the colonial erato today to show how, far from diverging, the United States and
Western Europe followed similar trajectories throughout this long period, and how America’ s dependency on
Britain and Europe extended much later into the nineteenth century than previously understood. In a
sweeping narrative spanning three centuries, Hopkins describes how the revolt of the mainland colonies was
the product of acrisisthat afflicted the imperial states of Europe generally, and how the history of the
American republic between 1783 and 1865 was a response not to the termination of British influence but to
its continued expansion. He traces how the creation of aU.S. industrial nation-state after the Civil War
paralleled developments in Western Europe, fostered similar destabilizing influences, and found an outlet in
imperialism through the acquisition of an insular empire in the Caribbean and Pacific. The period of colonial
rule that followed reflected the history of the European empiresin itsideological justifications, economic
relations, and administrative principles. After 1945, a profound shift in the character of globalization brought
the age of the great territorial empiresto an end. American Empire goes beyond the myth of American
exceptionalism to place the United States within the wider context of the global historical forces that shaped
the Western empires and the world.

American Empire

A ground-breaking account of British and French efforts to channel their eighteenth-century geopolitical
rivalry into peaceful commercial competition Britain and France waged war eight times in the century
following the Glorious Revolution, a mutual antagonism long regarded as a*“ Second Hundred Years War.”
Y et officials on both sides also initiated ententes, free trade schemes, and colonial bargains intended to avert
future conflict. What drove this quest for a more peaceful order? In this highly original account, John Shovlin
reveal s the extent to which Britain and France sought to divert their rivalry away from war and into
commercial competition. The two powers worked to end future conflict over trade in Spanish America, the
Caribbean, and India, and imagined forms of empire-building that would be more collaborative than
competitive. They negotiated to cut cross-channel tariffs, recognizing that free trade could foster national
power while muting enmity. This account shows that eighteenth-century capitalism drove not only repeated
wars and overseas imperialism but spurred political leaders to strive for global stability.

Trading with the Enemy

Economic Growth and the Origins of Modern Political Economy addresses the intellectual foundations of
modern economic growth and European industrialization. Through an examination both of the roots of
European industrialization and of the history of economic ideas, this book presents a uniquely broad
examination of the origins of modern political economy. This volume asks what can we learn from ‘old’
theoriesin terms of our understanding of history, our economic fate today, and the prospects for the modern
world’ s poorest countries. Spanning across the past five hundred years, this book brings together leading
international contributors offering comparative perspectives with countries outside of Europe in order to

place the evolution of modern economic knowledge into a broader reference framework. It integrates
economic discourse and the intellectual history of political economy with more empirical studiesin economic
history and the history of science. In doing so, this innovative volume presents a coherent and innovative new
strategy towards a reconfiguration of the history of modern political economy. This book is suitable for those
who study history of economic thought, economic history or European history.



Economic Growth and the Origins of M odern Political Economy

This book isthe culmination of alifetime of research into Chinese development, situated in a global
historical context. The author explores the irreplaceable role of state capacity, state-owned-enterprises and
five-year plan in China s transformation from an agricultural state to an industrial state and then to the
world's economic powerhouse, as well as the remarkable achievements of social policy to reduce the rural-
urban gap and regional gap. This book will be of interest to China scholars, development economists,
political activists, and general readers who would like to know more about China's growth miracle.

China’'sRiseand Its Global Implications

This open access book considers a pivotal erain Chinese history from a global perspective. Thisbook’s
insight into Chinese and international history offers timely and challenging perspectives on initiatives like
“Chinese characteristics’, “The New Silk Road” and “One Belt, One Road” in broad historical context.
Global History with Chinese Characteristics anayses the feeble state capacity of Qing China questioning the
so-called “High Qing” (sheng q?ng ??) era’s economic prosperity as the political system was set into a
“power paradox” or “supremacy dilemma’. Thisisanew thesis introduced by the author demonstrating that
interventionist states entail weak governance. Macao and Marseille as a new case study aims to compare
Mediterranean and South China markets to provide new insights into both modern eras’ rising trade
networks, non-official institutions and interventionist impul ses of autocratic states such as China s Qing and
Spain’s Bourbon empires.

Global History with Chinese Characteristics

The gripping story of how the end of the Roman Empire was the beginning of the modern world The fall of
the Roman Empire has long been considered one of the greatest disastersin history. But in this
groundbreaking book, Walter Scheidel argues that Rome's dramatic collapse was actually the best thing that
ever happened, clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and the creation of the modern age. Ranging
across the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome offers new answers to some of the biggest questionsin
history: Why did the Roman Empire appear? Why did nothing like it ever return to Europe? And, above al,
why did Europeans come to dominate the world? In an absorbing narrative that begins with ancient Rome but
stretches far beyond it, from Byzantium to China and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel shows how
the demise of Rome and the enduring failure of empire-building on European soil launched an economic
transformation that changed the continent and ultimately the world.

Escape from Rome

Showcases the latest research on Scotland's rural economy and society. Early modern Scotland was
predominantly rural. Agriculture was the main occupation of most people at the time, so what happened in
the countryside was crucial: economically, socially and culturally. The essays collected here focus on the
years between around 1500 and 1750. This period, although before the main era of agricultural
\"improvement\" in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, was nevertheless far from static in
terms of agrarian development. Specific topics addressed include everyday farming practices; investment;
landlords, tenants and estate management; and the cultural context within which agriculture was
\"imagined\". The disastrous famine of 1622-23 is analysed in detail. The volume is completed by a
comprehensive survey of recent historiography, setting agricultural history in its broader context.

Agriculture, Economy and Society in Early Modern Scotland

David Wootton guides us through four centuries of Western thought to show how new ideas about politics,
ethics, and economics stepped into a gap opened up by religious conflict and the Scientific Revolution. As



ideas about godliness and Aristotelian virtue faded, theories about the rational pursuit of power, pleasure, and
profit moved to the fore.

Power, Pleasure, and Profit

The first comprehensive study of China's economic development across 3,000 years of history to be
published in English.

An Economic History of China
This pioneering work debunks the neoliberal origin myth of how capitalism came into the world.

Managing the Wealth of Nations

Processes of globalization have changed the world in many, often fundamental, ways. Increasingly these
processes are being debated and contested. This Handbook offers atimely, rich as well as critical panorama
of these multifaceted processes with up-to-date chapters by renowned specialists from many countries. It
comprises chapters on the historical background of globalization, different geographical perspectives
(including world systems analysis and geopolitics), the geographies of flows (of people, goods and services,
and capital), and the geographies of places (including global cities, clusters, port cities and the impact of
climate change).

Handbook on the Geographies of Globalization

A Companion to Chinese History presents a collection of essays offering a comprehensive overview of the
latest intellectual developmentsin the study of China s history from the ancient past up until the present day.
Coversthe mgjor trends in the study of Chinese history from antiquity to the present day Considers the latest
scholarship of historians working in China and around the world Explores a variety of long-range questions
and themes which serves to bridge the conventional divide between China s traditional and modern eras
Addresses China' s connections with other nations and regions and enables non-specialists to make
comparisons with their own fields Features discussion of traditional topics and chronological approaches as
well as newer themes such as Chinese history in relation to sexuality, national identity, and the environment

A Companion to Chinese History

This Handbook presents chapters that explore the causes and consequences of politics within economic
history using social-scientific theory and methods.The first section summarizes the state of the field and
provides an overview of the data and techniques typically used by HPE scholars. Subsequent chapters survey
major HPE research areasin political economy, political science, and economics, as well asthe long-run
economic, political, and social consequences of historical political economy

The Oxford Handbook of Historical Political Economy

Therise of Chinais no doubt one of the most important events in world economic history since the Industrial
Revolution. Mainstream economics, especialy the institutional theory of economic development based on a
dichotomy of extractive vs. inclusive political institutions, is highly inadequate in explaining China's rise.
This book argues that only aradical reinterpretation of the history of the Industrial Revolution and the rise of
the West (as incorrectly portrayed by the institutional theory) can fully explain China's growth miracle and
why the determined rise of Chinais unstoppable despite its current \"backward\" financial system and
political institutions. Conversely, China's spectacular and rapid transformation from an impoverished
agrarian society to aformidable industrial superpower sheds considerable light on the fundamental
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shortcomings of the institutional theory and mainstream \"blackboard\" economic models, and provides
more-accurate reevaluations of historical episodes such as Africa's enduring poverty trap despite radical
political and economic reforms, Latin America's lost decades and frequent debt crises, 19th century Europe's
great escape from the Malthusian trap, and the Industrial Revolution itself. Contents: IntroductionKey Steps
Taken by Chinato Set Off an Industrial RevolutionShedding Light on the Nature and Cause of the Industrial
RevolutionWhy is China's Rise UnstoppableAVha's Wrong with the Washington Consensus and the
Institutional Theories?Case Study of Yong Lian: A Poor Village's Path to Becoming a Modern Steel
TownConclusion: A New Stage Theory of Economic Development Readership: Academics, undergraduate
and graduates students, journalists and professionals interested in economic development, the history of the
Industrial Revolution, and especially China's economic transformation and industrial growth, aswell asthe
political economy of governance.

The Making of an Economic Super power

State, Economy and the Great Divergence provides a new analysis of what has become the central debate in
global economic history: the 'great divergence' between European and Asian growth. Focusing on early
modern China and Western Europe, in particular Great Britain, this book offers anew level of detail on
comparative state formation that has wide-reaching implications for European, Eurasian and global history.
Beginning with an overview of the historiography, Peer Vries goes on to extend and devel op the debate,
critically engaging with the huge volume of literature published on the topic to date. Incorporating recent
insights, he offers a compelling aternative to the claims to East-West equivalence, or Asian superiority,
which have come to dominate discourse surrounding thisissue. Thisisavital update to akey issuein global
economic history and, as such, is essential reading for students and scholars interested in keeping up to speed
with the on-going debates.

State, Economy and the Great Divergence

L eading economic historians present a groundbreaking series of country case studies exploring the formation
of fiscal statesin Eurasia.

The Rise of Fiscal States

Why did the industrial revolution take place in 18th century Britain and not elsewhere in Europe or Asia?
Robert Allen argues that the British industrial revolution was a successful response to the global economy of
the 17th and 18th centuries.

The British Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective

A synoptic interpretation of the rulers and elites in Eurasia from the fourteenth to the eighteenth century.

Prince, Pen, and Sword: Eurasian Per spectives

Why are some parts of the world so rich and others so poor? Why did the Industrial Revolution--and the
unprecedented economic growth that came with it--occur in eighteenth-century England, and not at some
other time, or in some other place? Why didn't industrialization make the whole world rich--and why did it
make large parts of the world even poorer? In A Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark tackles these profound
questions and suggests a new and provocative way in which culture--not exploitation, geography, or
resources--explains the wealth, and the poverty, of nations. Countering the prevailing theory that the
Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden development of stable political, legal, and economic
institutions in seventeenth-century Europe, Clark shows that such institutions existed long before
industrialization. He argues instead that these institutions gradually led to deep cultural changes by



encouraging people to abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence, impatience, and economy of effort-and
adopt economic habits-hard work, rationality, and education. The problem, Clark says, is that only societies
that have long histories of settlement and security seem to develop the cultural characteristics and effective
workforces that enable economic growth. For the many societies that have not enjoyed long periods of
stability, industrialization has not been a blessing. Clark also dissects the notion, championed by Jared
Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, that natural endowments such as geography account for differencesin
the wealth of nations. A brilliant and sobering challenge to the idea that poor societies can be economically
devel oped through outside intervention, A Farewell to Alms may change the way global economic history is
understood.

A Farewdll to Alms

The way merchants trade, think about business and represent commerce in art forms define merchant culture.
The world between 1500 and 1800 encompassed different merchant cultures that stood alone and in contact
with others. Culture, power relations and institutions framed similarities and differences and outlined the
global outcome of these exchanges.

M erchant Cultures

Chinais one of the oldest states in the world. It achieved its approximate current borders with the
Ascendancy of the Yuan dynasty in the 13th century, and despite the passing of one Imperial dynasty to the
next, it has maintained them for the eight centuries since. Even the European colonial powers at the height of
their power could not move past coastal enclaves. Thus, China remained Chinathrough the Ming, the Qing,
the Republic, the Occupation, and Communism. But, despite the desires of some of the most powerful people
in the Great State through the ages, China has never been alone in the world. It has had to contend with
invaders from the steppe and the challenges posed by foreign traders and imperialists. Indeed, itsrulers for
the majority of the last eight centuries have not been Chinese. Timothy Brook examines China's relationship
with the world from the Y uan through to the present by following the stories of ordinary and extraordinary
peopl e navigating the spaces where China met and meets the world. Bureaucrats, horse traders, spiritual
leaders, explorers, pirates, emperors, invaders, migrant workers, traitors, and visionaries: thisis a history of
Chinaas no one hastold it before.

Great State

This book is open access under a CC BY-NC-ND license. This book addresses the issue of how a country,
which was incorporated into the world economy as a periphery, could make a transition to the emerging state,
capable of undertaking the task of economic development and industrialization. It offers historical and
contemporary case studies of transition, as well as the international background under which such atransition
was successfully made (or delayed), by combining the approaches of economic history and development
economics. Itsaim isto identify relevant historical contexts, that is, the ‘initial conditions and internal and
external forces which governed the transition. It also aims to understand what current low-income devel oping
countries require for their transition. Three economic driving forces for the transition are identified. They are:
(1) labor-intensive industrialization, which offers ample employment opportunities for labor force; (2)
international trade, which facilitates efficient international division of labor; and (3) agricultural

devel opment, which improves food security by increasing supply of staple foods. The book presents a bold
account of each driver for the transition.

Via Peking Back to Manchester

Between the end of the Middle Ages and the Industrial Revolution, the long-established structures and
practices of European agriculture and industry were slowly, disparately, but profoundly transformed.
Transitions to Capitalism in Early Modern Europe, first published in 1997, narrates and analyzes the diverse
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patterns of economic change that permanently modified rural and urban production, altered Europe's
economy and geography, and gave birth to new social classes. Broad in chronological and geographical
scope and explicitly comparative, the book introduces readers to a wealth of information drawn from
thoughout Mediterranean, east-central, and western Europe, as well as to the classic interpretations and
current debates and revisions. The study incorporates scholarship on topics such as the world economy and
women's work, and it discusses at |ength the impact of the emergent capitalist order on Europe's working
people.

Pathsto the Emerging Statein Asiaand Africa

What are the problems addressed by the growing field of global economic history? What debates and
methodol ogies does it engage with? As Global Economic History shows, there are many answers to these
guestions. Riello and Roy, alongside 20 leading academics from the US, UK, Europe, Australia and Japan,
explain why a global perspective matters to economic history. The impressive cast recruited by the editors
brings together top scholars in their respective areas of expertise, including John McNeill, Patrick O'Brien,
and Prasannan Parthasarathi. An ambitious scope of topics ranges from the 'Great Divergence' to the rise of
global finance, to the New World and the global silver economy. Chapters are organized both thematically
(Divergence in Global History and Emergence of a World Economy), and geographically (Regional
Perspectives on Global Economic Change), ensuring the global perspective required on these challenging
courses today. The result is a textbook which provides students with a quick and confident grasp of the field
and its essential issues.

Transitionsto Capitalism in Early Modern Europe

A panoramic global history of the nineteenth century A monumental history of the nineteenth century, The
Transformation of the World offers a panoramic and multifaceted portrait of aworld in transition. Jirgen
Osterhammel, an eminent scholar who has been called the Braudel of the nineteenth century, moves beyond
conventional Eurocentric and chronological accounts of the era, presenting instead atruly global history of
breathtaking scope and towering erudition. He examines the powerful and complex forces that drove global
change during the \"long nineteenth century,\" taking readers from New Y ork to New Delhi, from the Latin
American revolutions to the Taiping Rebellion, from the perils and promise of Europe's transatlantic |abor
markets to the hardships endured by nomadic, tribal peoples across the planet. Osterhammel describes a
world increasingly networked by the telegraph, the steamship, and the railways. He explores the changing
relationship between human beings and nature, looks at the importance of cities, explains the role slavery and
its abolition played in the emergence of new nations, challenges the widely held belief that the nineteenth
century witnessed the triumph of the nation-state, and much more. Thisis the highly anticipated English
edition of the spectacularly successful and critically acclaimed German book, which is also being translated
into Chinese, Polish, Russian, and French. Indispensable for any historian, The Transformation of the World
sheds important new light on this momentous epoch, showing how the nineteenth century paved the way for
the global catastrophes of the twentieth century, yet how it also gave rise to pacifism, liberalism, the trade
union, and a host of other crucial developments.

Global Economic History

The industrial revolution stands out as a key event not simply in British history, but in world history,
ushering in asit did anew era of sustained economic prosperity. But what exactly was the 'industrial
revolution? And why did it occur in Britain when it did? Ever since the expression was coined in the 19th
century, historians have been debating these questions, and there now exists alarge and complex
historiography concerned with English industrialisation. This short history of the British Industrial
Revolution, aimed at undergraduates, sets out to answer these questions. It will synthesise the latest research
on British industrialisation into an exciting and interesting account of the industrial revolution. Deploying
clear argument, lively language, and a fresh set of organising themes, this short history revisits one of the



most central eventsin British history in anovel and accessible way. Thisisan ideal text for undergraduate
students studying the Industrial Revolution or 19th Century Britain.

The Transformation of the World

China’ srise as an economic power has posed some challenging questions: how did China achieve GDP
growth that was even faster than the Four Asian Tigers? Is the \" Chinese model\" superior? Why hasn’t the
rapid economic growth lead to democracy in the country as many observers expected? And can China sustain
its rapid economic growth with its existing social system? Institutions and Chinese Economic Devel opment:
A Comparative Historical Approach explores these questions by studying the historical relationship between
institutions and economic development in China, drawing comparisons with England, Japan and other Asian
economies as appropriate. The investigation focuses on several juncturesin China s economic development:
the starting point of the divergence between China and the West; the externally-provoked industrial
development in the late 19th century; and the contemporary Chinese Miracle. The analysis foregrounds the
role played by Chinese institutions and examines their effects on both the country’ s failure to industrialize in
the past and its economic achievementsin recent time. The book also asks whether, without reform to the
existing state institutions, Chinamight still be subject to the historical dynastic cycles today, despite its
recent economic success. Thiswork is of great interest to students and scholars of the Chinese economy,
economic history and institutional economics, as well as comparative history and Chinese studies more
broadly.

A Short History of the British Industrial Revolution

Imported from India, China, the Levant, and Persia and appreciated for their diversity, designs, fast bright
colours and fine weave, Asian textiles became so popular in France that in 1686 the state banned their import,
consumption and imitation. A fateful decision. This book tells the story of smuggling on avast scale, savvy
retailers and rebellious consumers. It also reveals how reformersin the French administration itself sponsored
aglobal effort to acquire the technological know-how necessary to produce such textiles and how the vitriolic
debates surrounding the eventual abolition of the ban were one of the decisive moments in the development
of Enlightenment economic liberalism.

I nstitutions and Chinese Economic Development

The Global Economy: A Concise History traces the history of the global economy over the past thousand
years. In doing so, it explores all the main waves of globalization, from the trade revolution of the Middle
Ages, to the Great and Little Divergence between the West and the East, as well as the North and the South
of the world. This book examines the Industrial Revolution and the World Wars, and their respective
consequences, as well as the interaction between technological shifts and the transition in geopolitical
equilibria. The last chapters are dedicated to an in-depth examination of the transformation which occurred in
the global economy after 1989. The chronological structure of the book is designed to help students
memorize and understand key events. This book also discusses broader themes, such as
convergence—divergence, growth and decline, development, and industrial revolutions. Thiswill make it of
interest not only to students and academics, but to all readers wishing to gain a deeper understanding of the
history and current state of the global economy.

Global Trade, Smuggling, and the Making of Economic Liberalism

The Global Economy
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